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As We Gather 
It is easy to underestimate the darkness of the time before the Reformation, but it’s just as easy to 
underestimate the darkness in our own time. So on this Reformation Sunday, we don’t simply 
remember an event, we celebrate the work of God as He recalled His Church to the eternal Gospel. We 
boldly proclaim that justification by grace through faith isn’t some Lutheran quirk, but it’s the message 
of Christ, affirmed by Paul, and kept by the Church through the centuries as our greatest treasure. Just 
as the world long ago needed to hear the Church clearly proclaim Jesus Christ and His payment for our 
sin, the world today still longs for the true freedom that God gives by grace alone and we receive by 
faith alone. 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn “A Mighty Fortress” #656
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev’ry need 
    That hath us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
    Deep guile and great might 
    Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 

 
2 With might of ours can naught be done, 

    Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, 
    Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
    Of Sabaoth Lord, 
    And there’s none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

 

3 Though devils all the world should fill, 
    All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; 
    They shall not overpow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
    He can harm us none. 
    He’s judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 

 
4 The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain 
    With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
    Though these all be gone, 
    Our vict’ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text: Public domain

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T  WORD  T 
Psalm Psalm 46; antiphon: v. 7 
P  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
C  Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
P  though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
C  though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
P  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
C  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
P  God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
C  God will help her when morning dawns. 
P  The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
C  he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
P  The LORD of hosts is with us; 
C  the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
P  Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
C  He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;  
   he burns the chariots with fire. 
P  “Be still, and know that I am God.  
   I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” 
C  The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
P  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
C  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, Amen. 
  God is our refuge and strength, and very present help in trouble. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 Merciful Lord, You shined Your light in darkness and send forth Your Word, that those who hear 

may believe, and by believing may have eternal life. As You once renewed a people lost in error 
and without the comfort of Your Gospel, bring this renewal to our time, that sin may be forgiven, 
death overcome, and faith may cling to Christ alone; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Announcement of the Day 
 
The First Reading T  The Message of the Three Angels  T Revelation 14:6-7 
        6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who 
dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.  



7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has 
come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn of Praise by Congregation “Amazing Grace” #744
1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
    Was blind but now I see! 

 

2 The Lord has promised good to me, 
    His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
    As long as life endures. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
    I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
    His grace will lead me home. 

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 
    And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand 
years, 
    Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
    Than when we’d first begun. 

Text (sts. 1–5): Public domain 
Text (sts. 1s–4s): © 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used 

by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 
 

 

Epistle T  The Righteousness of God Through Faith  T Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the 
law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21But 
now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward 
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because 
in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what 
becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law 
of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel T  Messengers from John the Baptist  T Matthew 11:12-19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

12[Jesus said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and 
if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 16“But 
to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their 
playmates, 17“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;  we sang a dirge, and you did not 
mourn.’ 



18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 T  Confession of Faith  T Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

 

Sermon Hymn “Built on the Rock” #645 sts. 1-3 & 5

1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 
    Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 
    Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the souls distressed, 
    Longing for rest everlasting. 

 

2 Surely in temples made with hands 
    God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, 
    All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
    Making our bodies His temple. 

 

3 We are God’s house of living stones, 
    Built for His own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
    Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two His name to tell, 
Yet He would deign with us to dwell 
    With all His grace and His favor. 

 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 
    That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
    Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. 
You, not the world, My face shall see. 
    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. 
Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 

Text: Public domain  



Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 

Offertory Meditation 

T  SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
The Words of Our Lord 

 
Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father… 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 

 
Piano Selection 
 “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain” #865
1 Lord, help us ever to retain 

The Catechism’s doctrine plain 
    As Luther taught the Word of truth 
    In simple style to tender youth. 

 

2 Help us Your holy Law to learn, 
To mourn our sin and from it turn 
    In faith to You and to Your Son 
    And Holy Spirit, Three in One. 

 

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


3 Hear us, dear Father, when we pray 
For needed help from day to day 
    That as Your children we may live, 
    Whom You baptized and so received. 

 

4 Lord, when we fall or go astray, 
Absolve and lift us up, we pray; 
    And through the Sacrament increase 
    Our faith till we depart in peace. 

Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532–98; tr. Matthias Loy, 
1828–1915, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
 
 “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace” #580
1 The Gospel shows the Father’s grace, 

Who sent His Son to save our race, 
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died 
That we might thus be justified. 

 
2 It sets the Lamb before our eyes, 

Who made the atoning sacrifice, 
And calls the souls with guilt oppressed 
To come and find eternal rest. 

 
3 It brings the Savior’s righteousness 

To robe our souls in royal dress; 
From all our guilt it brings release 
And gives the troubled conscience peace. 

4 It is the pow’r of God to save 
From sin and Satan and the grave; 
It works the faith which firmly clings 
To all the treasures which it brings. 

 
5 It bears to all the tidings glad 

And bids their hearts no more be sad; 
The weary, burdened souls it cheers 
And banishes their guilty fears. 

 
6 May we in faith its message learn 

Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; 
May we in faith its truth confess 
And praise the Lord, our righteousness. 

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   
 
Closing Prayer 
P Let us pray. 
 O God, our refuge and our strength, You raised up Your servant Martin Luther to reform and renew 

Your Church in the light of Your living Word, our Lord Jesus Christ. Defend and purify the Church 
in our own day, and grant that we may also boldly proclaim Christ’s faithfulness unto death and 
His resurrection for the sins of the world, which You made known to those in every age who have 
renewed Your Church by pointing us to this eternal Gospel; through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



Closing Hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” #655
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; 
tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude 

  



TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 

Guest Pianist:  Diane Johannes 
Vocalist:  Bill Leise 
Lector:  Sunday: Louis Frank; Wednesday: Rev. George Mrochen 
Altar Care:  Sunday: Martha Moeller; Wednesday: Sandy Barry 
Altar Flowers:  Betty Shamasko 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible 

(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 

Concordia Publishing House. 
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Announcements & Notes:   

Last week was our Stewardship Commitment Sunday, but if you brought your commitment cards 

for 2023 and want to drop it off, just leave them in one of the offering plates for those as you leave. 

Extra copies are available if you need one. 

Even though last Sunday was Commitment Sunday, we’ll continue our Stewardship themed Bible 

studies for the next several weeks. – I’d like to see more people begin to make Sunday Bible Class a 

regular habit! 

The Southwest Lutheran Chorus rehearsals are at 7pm on Monday evenings in the Timothy Room.  

They’re preparing for a Christmas song festival to be held in December.  If you enjoy singing (any 

voice part), you are invited to join them! 

The Chosen Bible study continues on Thursday evenings at 6:30 in the Timothy Room – just enter 

through the Timothy room door on the north side of the building.  

A personal word of thanks from Pastor John and Martha:  Last Sunday we were surprised by a very 

generous gift from the congregation for “Pastor’s Appreciation” – we’ll be enjoying several very nice 

meals at Krapil’s. Thank you!! We are blessed, and we certainly appreciate all of you too! 

 

Daylight Savings Time ends next Sunday!  Time to “Fall Back!”   

 
  



Please pray for these members of our St. Paul 
family 
Linda Kosary    Kurt Seehofer 
Stan Wirtschoreck   Peyton Bryce 
Bob & Sue Marcinkowski Graham Jackson  
Patricia Murdoch  The Polezoes Family 
Cathy Gleason  Beverly Fishbaugh 
Dawn McNicholas  Flora Jones 
Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 
Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 
Melva Smith   Lois Kaminske 
Carol Small   Mike Degidio 
Norma Silinski  Beverly Sellers 
Lenore Curran  Betty Beegle 
Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 
Louis Frank   Betty Kruckow 
Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 
The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 
Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 
Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 
Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 
Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 
Ruth, Andrew, and Pr. Geo. Mrochen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please let the church office know when your 
need for our congregational prayers is over  

(708) 423-1040. 

 
 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 
members: 
Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 
Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 
Barb & Emily Feehan  Mark Fishbaugh 
Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 
Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 
Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 
Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 
Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 
Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 
Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 
Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 
Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 
Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 
Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 
Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 
Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 
Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 
Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 
Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 
Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 
Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 
Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 
Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 
Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 
Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 
Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 
Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 
Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 
Doris Potts   Robert Gonzalez 
Doreen Holford  Janice Hernandez 
Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 
Maryann Krieg (Wilke) Pam Kirk 
Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 
Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 
Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 
Pastor Mark Willig  Carol Loecherbach 
Paul Moeller   Carl Hoppe 
Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 
Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 
Nora Maculitis   ene Wawrzynikowski 
Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 
Helena Hoffman  Kim Koenig 
Julie Rottier   Peyton Bryce 


